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Application Made for Arming
of American Line Ships,
Including the St. Louis.

HITCH ABOUT GUNNERS.

Department Considers Effect

of Trained Ritle Crews on

Status of Craft.

WASHINGTON Feb. IS. I. A. H.

iVanklln. President of tho Intcrn.i.
Haeal Mercantile Murlno Company,

ay made formal application to the

Nry Department tor puns to arm
tfea passenger liners of tho American.
Use.

i 'ATh Bt. Louis and St. Paul nave
detained In New York ponding

"fattttudo. of the Uoyoniment re- -
iajprdlDc tho armlug of Amorican

.

5SnHlln-- request states that it
--ll! u , nnniiin n fmii puna

etawhero. It in Indicated that tho
n....imMii .1iI1a nnnAKAil tti

iar project of convoying merchant- -

ten through tho prohlbltod subimrlne
cones, favors furnishing such ships
with guns for their own defense. In- -

MOiueb as tho Government bus ro :og- -

Mied that naval stores are tho only
It has been held

XL from tha, sou.o
doea not alter the prlvato or comtucr.
cMI character of u ship .JCJt was sialyl otllclally that
Ktry Department has a cimslderablo
Mmber of old model threc-lnc- h to
nix-Inc- h rifle avnllablo for arming
aMrcbant nhlps, but not enough for
the conversion of nil ships It would

rulre In war and also to furnish
detenstvo armament for all merchant-
man.
'5tto question of snipplylng trained
ran crews for merchantmen Is more
difficult. There Is objoctton to with-
drawing men from tho atlvo service
dt'tfce navy at this tlmo and there Is
atao some question as to what effuuts
aihia Btep would bavo on tho status
of. a. whip. French shipowners

guns by their navy wore
to mnko oath that they wero

to be bandied by" clillan crows.
Possibility that the navy might sup-

ply gunu indirectly Uirough loan or
aal to ship owners has rocelved sumo
oonaldoration, but a preference for di-

rect action by tho department in
placing the guns aboard Is Indicated
by the ships' owners,

Senator La Follotte, Ilnpubllran,
ottered a Joint resolution y to
tnako unlawful tho arming ot Amer-
ican merchant ships while tho United
States Is not ut war. He asked that
the resolution lay on the table to bo
called up later.

Wavrr Heporteil Ilrmlr o Arm Srn-- ,'
riolnir Tuitx.

OALVESTON, Tet Toll. 12 The
United States Navy has completed ar
rangements for arming all g

tug at Galveston and other (lulf and
Atlantic ports, according to a naval
official hero y. Ho said that an
ample quantity of six nml three pound
rapid Orcrs and ammunition wus uvull- -
aoie.

Major (limit n Hero Willi Our I.ckI
HO ! :1UW KUIIIBT lO

. MONTHKAi,. ou. is. Major Ham .
fan flAlilt. whd nrir.inlzoil tht rjiiii11,0

Canadian hkih inraniry rcKlment known
nm the 'TrlnceHs I'ats," returned to
Montreal to-d- a hero with only ono
leg, but asuertlng that his flKhllnK days
are not over. He announced timt an
soon as ne nas inuiciy ri'covnrert fmni
wounds rt)t.ilneil In tr.' baitlcH hn
noma join wie iiyinK eon".

Crro Austrian Seaplane- - Hroimht
'"".

llUHu; cvia een. 11, iz.so A,
M. It Is omclally announced that two
Austrian sesplanes which wero scouting!
off the Albanian coast wero shot down
near Saneo. One was cantured nnd thn

F other sunk.
VI captured.

Two of tholr crews were

SIT HERE TILL KINGDOM COME."
GERARD'S ANSWER
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AT PIER TRAPS SIX

MEN K ING ONE

t I

Firemen, Wearing Gas Masks,
Rescue Five Overcome in

Coal Bunkers.

Flro in tho coal bunkers of tho Hoi- -

land-Ameri- liner Noordam nt tho
pier of tho lino In Hoboken Ihl nfter- -

on generated gases which kilted one

"rrandvercAmo- floorhw. dne ot
whom Is in danger of death at Ht.

"m" P m '
Jnn Kurpurshoek, a coal paBacr, of

Ilottenlam. rranclMUs fllmlnot,
llrrmnn. In thrt man In th Itosnitnh i

It Is reported In lloboken that tho
flro was preceded by an explosion, but '

this, report lacks confirmation. The
Noordam lu.s been practically In- -

tcrned. uwalttnj, orderi) from tho homo
olllco In Holland, but coal lias been
token on. covering what coal was left

Mn the inkers fro.n the last voyage
to this poii

Kr0Ul 1
'Ht, a0CO"nt" aVtt1,W' U

appears that men wore In
bunkei-- trlmulug coal when (ran
overcame them. Hoon nfterward a
blnzn developed and smoko pourud up
from below. A still ularm was turned
In from tho pier and Hoboken tlrnnen
responded.

The sailors aboard had been unable
to descend to tho coal bunkers be- -

caiiso of the smoke, gas and1 heat, but
firemen wearing gas mask went Ik-i- 1o

duad together
when brought deck. to streot

tatora cheered.
Just north of tho piers of North
German and thn flro drew u
groat crowd of mMnbera of
of German ships. All torts of
rumors soon currency, but tho
Hoboken authorities aro of tho
opinion that tho flro wah started by
tfpontannou.1 combustion.

Blucu tho great Urn of .Tunis 1900,

any sort of ft blaxo in vicinity of
tho Hoboken Is un ovimt of
rreit Imoortnncn alonii Jersuv
wnter front. Tim Noordam was
drowned out after eovoral iiours.

GEDRIG OFF WAR ZONE;

RICH FOR A U

White Star Liner Carries 12,000
of Contraband, 5,000 Hags

Mail, but No
Carrying 12,000 tons of contraband,

no passengers, steamship
Cedrlc, of the White line, Balled
for Liverpool this afternoon. She also
takes 6.000 bags of United
States that wero to havu gono on

liners St. Louis and St.
Paul, whoso sailings havn been can-colle- d.

Tho fact that the Cedrlo Is heading
straight for danger zone and that
tho German Government is undoubt

keening track of her inovnmnntH.
dtdu't appear to thusu about
tho hire Star dock ut Four-- j

ouuei. Tho work of loadlmr
vessel continued In a buslnessllku

ww' 11,1,11 n tlmo buforo was
r"Jy 10

Her contraband Includes munitions.
automobiles, barbed und

MAY AVE

IN HOTEL FIRE AS

MANY LEAP FOR LIFE

Sudden Blaze Envelops Min- -

and
Escape Is Oft".

VICTIMS.

Temperature of 10 Below
Adds to Suffering; at Min-

neapolis Blaze.

MINNEAPOLIS, Fob. 12. It la estl- -

mated that twenty persons lost their
lives In a tiro whloli destroyed
Kenwood Hotel, n
residential four-tor- y building at
Hennepin Avcnuo and Twelfth Street,
early Moro than a score
mora wero Injured, nomo seriously,
by leaping from tho ,top floors
of tho stmcturo wbon ono fire
tscapo on tho building, which was Ju

rear, becati heated.
One woman, Urn. Luetic Baulrn,

Idmpcd to death from the
floor.

Police and flro department off!
cIM. believe that nwrly a score of
persona wero precipitated Into tho
baMwnt by crumbling floors und
burled in tho doorw, over wnion inicn

cf ' ha,X fo.rme,d
Many of the evonty.slx guests were

"ot lraC0(1l at " "clock and
t.n .. .1.1(1. lint ..mlltittll. ...Ill

K" . ,

1,1 tho basement, spread rap and,
5 ZZ. . ,luh,, ,hn

hung from many
LlnJm, atlmflh(lt M tll(l nlr

Into nets and snowdrifts. One woman,
her night clothing cllamo. rushod from
a group of hystorlcnl guests on tl.o
top floor and dropped out of tho win- -
dow Into n snowdrift. She may live.

A number of children were dropped;
from windows Into the arms of spue- -
tatora. Nona was seriously hurt, I

Harry Jensen nnd his wife crawled
a win,iow jodgo on the top floor,

badly Injured, but her husband was
acrlously hurt.

"Wo aro at sea as to number
of deaths," said Krnest I. Stalker,
proprietor of thq hotel. "Until tho
survivors uro chicked up tho death
list will bo unknown.

Chief Hlnger declared recovery of
bodies was unlikely, adding that
identification would Lj impossible
eve" l"u iu lae
ruins.

Wlillo aovcral of tho Injured were
III u serious condition. It WUB rO- -
ported at City Hospital that most'

rrciZ'ri arrgi
rescued ran down tho strcot scream- -
lug, and her feet were frbzen bufora
she was overtaken, Others, .11

night attire, suffered intensely In the
ten below zero temiw;rature.

A DAY FOR IRELAND

IN BRITISH COMMONS

Redmotnl to Move That It Is Es-

sential to Grant Free Institutions
Promised to Erin.

LONDON, Fob. 12, The Govern-me- nt

agreed y to set aside a day
lor discussion in tho House of Com
IMOnM Of tho IrlMh mlttllnlMlrnMnn fiu
requested by tho Nationalist!,.

John tho Nationalist
Iwlor, nuked the Government last
week to arrange for nn early discus- -

in kt n w,ti,, ,.fr.,;,

;ow and Drought out tl six who nan a moment thuy paused, then Jen-bee- n

trapped. Kurpurshoek was Btn cmbracud his wlfo and
on they leaped thu ivhllu spee- -

Tho Holland-America- n linn pier Is Mrs. Jensen was
tho

Lloyd, ,

tho crows
tho

gained
flro

tho
piers

tho
blazo

TO

PRIZE ROAT

Tons
Passengers.

but tho
Star

with her
mall

tho American

thu

edly
dUtuib
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leeuwi
tle
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wire
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Cut
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tho

tho

tho

hor third

,ttJ'cr

",'"",u,1"11,

f.gures

not
tho

tho

garbed

. ....... . . . . . u v.t .

to confer on Irolund the frcu institu-
tions promised her.

For Raolno Entrlta 8a Pag 4,

YARROWDALE MEN

HELD AS HOSTAGES,

GERMANY AOMTS

Release Delayed Until Status
of Crews of Interned Ships

Is Officially Known.

RELEASE WAS PLEDGED.

Washington Explains That
Merchant Ships and Crews

Are Not Interfered With

IlKKLIN. Feb. 13 (by wireless, via
Hayvlllc). Foreign Secretary Klmmer-man- n

y Informod the Associated
Pros that bo had requested the Swlsa
Government to make inquiry In

Washington repanllntr tho status of
trie crows of Interned German ships
In American ports.

Pending an answer tho seventy-tw- o

Amorlcana taken by the Gorman raid-

er and brought In by the Yarrowdale,
whoso releaser had been agreed to,' are
being hold In Germany, the Foreign
Secretary stated.

"Wo could not consent to the re-

lease of the Yarrowdalo prisoners.
was taken to ln nirreeu tn n.

.week ago," Mid tho Foreign Sccro- -'

tnrv. "Thesn men had brisn Likim
off nrm(yi merchantmen and thofr

haJ bten ..ota,,!,.,,,,,. They
t,o liberated Just as soon n s wn

learn tho fate of tho German crows In
American ports."

S5immWin
P-- v.ous staten.c
liiiiH iimr in

,0 alK,"1t ""molested and
bo perfectly fre to .uve tho country
wnenevcr mey oisirr. even ir u.e
l,rc,,k thteatens to roaoh tho ultimate
iko. This Intention Ih based on tho
Impression prevailing hero that tho
United States Is not contemplating
any steps with respect to German
civilians that might compel Germany
to reconsider tho position she has
now definitely taken.

WASHINGTON, Feb, 12. --There
aro two cIuasi's of German Mhlps In

American ports. Those Intornod am
war vessels mich nn tljo commerce
raiders l'rlnz Hltol Frlodrich, Kron-prln- z

Wllhclm anil such naval ves-

sels an Uie gunboats Cormorant nt
Guam and (leier nt Honolulu, The
crows of thesu vessels, ns well ns the
ships, beln part of tho German
naval forces which novo taken rcfugo
In neutral harlorii, am Interned us
prisoners for the duration of tho war
under provisions of International law
am, T,m jaK,, noinentlonH,

The Htatus of tho war-boun- d Ger-
man merchantmen is different, and
no Is the status of tholr crews. Tho,.., ..I.l.iu nr n,.t t,.V I..

'Tu. wort- '1"' - -- f rcft- u- ry
ftro 'rcu t0 ,"lt 10 hwi W
and take their ohances with tho
enemy waralilns, Their crews aro In
the ami status an any other aliens
coming to the I'nHcd States.

$200,000 TO BE ASKED

FOR FOOD INVESTIGATION

That Amount Will Be Necessary
for a Thorough Investigation as

to the High Cost of Living,
WASHINGTON, Feb.

Wilson will be asked to approve a
1204,000 appropriation for tho food
prlco Investigation to bo conducted
by tho Federal Trado Commission
and the Department of Agriculture,
at his dlieotlon.

Tiiai iimouiu, it was sain y,

qulry thorough enough to develop
whether anti-tru- st laws bavo been
violated, thereby causing a national
protest against tho high cost ot living.

' ii withnnt f.rt,.r .vi'wlll bo necessary to curry on an In- -

long

whlch

TO GERMAN THREAT
Ambassador Who Defied Berlin,

Demanding Exit for Americans
"l told Montgclas I would sit there in Berlin un

til kingdom come and not leave until all Americans
were permitted free exit from Germany." --Ambassador
Gerard's statement y to newspaper correspondents in Berlin,
reporting his interview with chief ol the American division of the
German Foreign Ol1i:e.

AMBAvSSADOR.
JAMES W. GE.RAvRC

Q UNOtRWOOD

FOUR SHIPS SUNK

ONE OF 4,227 TONS,

U BOAT TOLL TO-DA-
Y I

All Victims British, the Largest i

Being the Netherlee From j

Philadelphia.
j

LONDON. Feb. 12. Tho (linking of
'

thn Ilrltlsh steamship Netherlee, of

4,227 gross tons, Is reiorted by
Lloyd's. .

Tho Netherlee sailed from Phlladel-phl- a

Jan. 21 for Dunkirk, Franco.
Another Ilrltlsh uteamer, tho sink- -'

ln: of which was leported j

was tho Lycla, n Kteel screw vessel of
2.71S tons,' registered at Liverpool and
owriixl by tho Cumin! Company,

Lloyd's this afternoon also nn- - j

nnuncod that the British steamship
Voltalro, of 403 tons gross, and Olivia,

of 242 tons grow, had been sunk.
Chief Engineer Sallagh of tho Olivia,
was killed nnd two other iiii'inhers
of tho crew wero Injured.

CARDANZA WRITES A NOTE

TO NEUTRAL POWERS

Calls on Them to Send No Food-

stuffs or Munitions to War-

ring European Powers.
WASHINGTON, Feb 12. --Gen.

Ciirranza has sent a noto to the
United Htatcs, Argentina, Ilrazll and
Chile, as well as to all other neutral

' nations, asking them to Join In nn I

agreement to prohibit the export
from their countries to tho warring
European nations of foodstuffs and
munition! of war.

EAVESTONE'S LIFEBOATS

NOT SHELLED, SAYS BERLIN

Total of Twenty-thre- e Vessels of
10,000 Tonnage Is Reported

Sunk 011 Feb. y.

IIKItl.lN (via Hayvllli) wireless),
l'fl). 12. "o German submarine
ei-- r ilrnl ut llfnboatH, nor will one do
no In the future," declared an olllelal
press bureau statement deny-
ing Ilrltlsh versions of tho sinking
of tho steamer Havcstone, Tho state-
ment says:

"Tho Ilrltlsh Dally Telegraph on
Jan. 21 says: 'According to aworn
statements of nyn. witnesses, a Ger-
man nubmarlne II red at the llfebo.it
of a sunken ship.'

"Hvldently this In about the Brit-
ish steamer Havestone. As soon us
tho submarine reports all delalhi
about this question will bo given.

"This Ilrltlsh report Is n new, but
imeles.i attempt to stifle the memory
of the disgraceful deeds of tha Ilrlt-
lsh barbarians."

Chrlstlaiilii reports tho Norwegian
steamer Sortland was ilrod ut by
two Ilrltlsh torpedo boat while
within Norwegian waters, declares
another press bureau report to.ilay.

Among roven steamers and threu
sailing Nhlrm reported sunk by Ger-
man submarines on Feb, 9, declares
the press agency, two steamers ear-rli- d

metal, another corn, another
nuts, another 1 revisions. Of tho sail-In- ir

ships two carried victuals for
KPgliitid. Furthermore ten steamers
nnd thirteen selling .ships, with al-

together 30.000 tons and several
trawlers wero sunk.

RELATIONS WITH RERUN

ARE BROKEN BY CHINA I

LONDON, Fib 12. China' has
'broken off diplomatic nlations with
Ueriuuny, It was authoritatively re-

ported here till., afiernoon.

xiik uoiu.n 111 ww. iii'iituuAra.W, I'ulllm (World! piuaUDJ,
.Vt '! I'ark Ituw N V. I'll.

ILktU. tfi:i"ni. ulllnta it. lit til Hv.

'UihJ, llnw. IUxiT49 tml inrfrl ch.s It room
oixa day tn4 cUtt. rrtirtlvt' rtiwki iti! 111000

crUn ill ult, TWpUu Uitkmu iWn). Adit,

1A AM FIRM STAND

FORCED BERLIN TO LET U. S.

CORRESPONDENTS LEAVE

Departure of Many Americans Is
Being Delayed for Possible Re-
taliatory Measures in Case U. S.
Declares War or Interns Ger-
man Citizens.

GERARD CABLES WILSON
: DETAILS OF THREATS

This Is tho first despatch received direct from Ackerman ilnce he
pasted beyond control ot tho German censorship. lie Is a member ct
tho Immediate party with Ambassador Gerard.)

By Carl W. Ackerman.
United Press staff correspondent Villi Amboaan-do- OerardV par') l Hr rne.)

BEKNE, via Paris, Feb! ii2,The German Government Intends to

delay departure, of Americans still in Berlin In order to have such citizens

in hand for retaliatory measures In case America declares war and Interns

German citizens in the United States. Permission for Americans eventual-

ly to depart was only obtained by the strong stand of American Ambas-

sador Gerard.

From neutral soil to-da- y it is possible to reveal the pressure which

the German Government brought powerfully to bear on the American

Ambassador to force from him signing of a treaty.

DEMAND MADE ON AMBASSADOR.
Practically a demand was made upon Ambassador Gerard by Count

.Montgelas, Chief of the American Division of the German Foreign-Office- ,

to sign a treaty in effect guaranteeing permission for German

ships to leave American harbors In case of war, this "ultimatum" being

backed up with the threat to hold American correspondents hostages

If such action were not taken.

Gerard, it is reliably reported, told the German
official who brought this threat that if Americans ware
forced to remain in Germany America would regard

such action as a cause for war. He refused to sign.

Then the American newspaper correspondents ascertained that they

were likely to be held as hostages in Germany for America's guaranteeing

of the German ships' safety.

SAID HE'D STAY TILL KINGDOM COME.
When the American correspondent! In Ilorlln went to Gerard

In h body find told lilra ol what they had .heard, Gerard replied!

"'I told Montgclas that I would sit hero In Ilorlln until
Kingdom Come and not leave until all Americans were permitted

'
fri-i- t exit.'" J

After this the Berlin officials granted passports to those desiring to

leave with Gerard. The correspondents obtained theirs only four hours

before the time tor departure.
A large number of Americans still remain in Uerlin and are anxious

to leave, but the indications wlten the Gerard party left were that they

would be delayed days and even weeks. The Berlin Government, fearing

that America may declare war, apparently desires to have a few American

citizens within Germany on which retaliatory measures might be exacted

!n case Germans In America are interned.
Gerard's code messages y carried details of Germany's threat to

hold American newspaper correspondents in Germany as hostages unless

the American Ambassador would sign a treaty practically guaranteeing in

case of war that German ships now In American harbors would be per-

mitted to leave.
IA despatch from Washington says this action of Ambassador

Gerard has the complete sanction of the State Department, whoso
olllcluls say Germany had no right to make such demands follow-

ing thn formal break.)
It was on Monday that he first breached the subject of a treaty to be

s'gned by the American Ambassador. Gerard promptly refused.
Then Montgelas warned him if Germany's proposal was not ac-

cepted It would be difficult for Americans to leave Berlin. Gerard cori-tinn-

lirni In his refusal.
On the Wednesday succeeding this Monday conference the pass-

ports of American correspondents wete taken up by the Foreign Office,
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